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Believe is unlike any other children’s Bible storybook. It explores some
of the greatest themes of the Bible—such as love, hope, forgiveness, and
purpose. Instead of beginning with Genesis and ending with Revelation,
this innovative storybook begins with the greatness of God and ends
with the humility of Jesus. In between, children will encounter all their
favorite Bible characters and beloved Bible stories.

Throughout the pages of Believe, you and your child will explore some
of life’s biggest questions such as: Who is God? How do I keep my focus
on Jesus? How do I deal with the hardships and struggles of life? Believe
then sets out to find the answers, with the aim of encouraging your child
to Think, Act, and Be like Jesus.
Following the same pattern as the adult book, the first ten chapters
of Believe outline the core Beliefs of Christian life. Together they
answer the question, “What do I believe?” This section explores how
we might Think like Jesus.
The second ten chapters discuss the core Practices of Christian life.
Together they answer the question, “What should I do?” In other words,
how can we Act like Jesus?
The final ten chapters contain the core Virtues of Christian life.
Together they answer the question, “Who am I becoming?” The focus
here is on how we might Be like Jesus.
Each of the thirty chapters in Believe begins by asking The Key Question
and then sets out to find the answers in Scripture. One Old Testament
story and one New Testament story are linked together around a common
theme, while The Jump to Jesus provides the bridge between the two
stories. The Jesus Answer helps you and your child discover how Jesus
would answer the key question.

As you turn the page with your children and read the first core belief
about God himself, remember Believe is an action word. God is
personally watching over you as you embark on this journey together.
He doesn’t want your children to just believe these truths in their heads;
he wants them to believe his Word with their whole hearts and make it
the operating system for their lives. He wants to transform their lives for
good and forever. He wants to put the “extra” in your “ordinary” so
you and your family can live an “extraordinary” life in Christ—if you
just BELIEVE.

Father, you fully know the children who hold this book in their hands. You
know them by name. You love them deeply—always have, always will. As they
embark on this amazing journey, as they look at the pictures and hear your
Word, give them the faith to believe your truths with their whole heart. Do a
work within them. Let that good work push out of their mouths, ears, hands,
and feet to impact them as they grow and positively affect the people you will
place around them. As they finish reading the last page, may they whisper to
you and then shout to the world—I BELIEVE!

Think
LIKE

JESUS

CHAPTER 1

G od

THINK
The Key Question: Who is God?
Wow! What a big question! When you close your eyes, what
picture of God do you see? Who do you think God is?
Do you think God is a big, strong daddy who takes care
of you? He is!
Do you think God is Jesus, who loves you more than
anything in the whole world? He is!
Or do you think God is invisible, like the wind, whispering
into your heart? He is!
		
		
		

Old Testament
God’s Wonderful Creation
Genesis 1–2

In the very beginning of time, God decided to create the world. On the first day of
creation, God separated light from darkness. “The light will be called ‘day’ and the
darkness ‘night,’” God said.
On the second day, God said, “The waters need to divide.” So he separated the sky
above from the world below.
On the third day, God saw the earth covered with water. “This earth needs dry
land,” he said. Then he rolled back the waters so dry ground appeared. God said,
“Let plants and towering trees grow.” And beautiful gardens grew and filled the
world with color.
“We need a source of light for the day and night,” God said. So he rolled up a ball
of warm colors and formed a sun. God painted the night sky with sparkling stars and
a bright moon. This was a beautiful fourth day.

He’s a daddy (that’s the Father).
He’s Jesus (that’s the Son).
And he’s an invisible wind (that’s the Holy Spirit).

There’s no one like our great God. Let’s find out more about
God as we start at the very beginning ...
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On day five, God sprinkled the seas with colorful, swimming fish. The gentle
breeze sang the songs of birds in flight. God loved his creation.
On day six, God said, “Let all sorts of animals fill the earth.” So he created
lions, giraffes, elephants, and frogs. Bunnies hopped, kitties meowed, and dogs
barked bow-wow!
“Something is still missing,” God said. From the earth, he made a man and
then a woman. “I give you all that you see,” he told them. “Take care of my
creation. Be good to each other. Fill your home with children and happiness.”
God watched the sun set on the sixth day.
When the sun rose on the seventh day, God declared, “Today is a day of rest!”
And he smiled at all he had created.
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The Jump to Jesus
Everything begins with God. He created all things—
from the biggest to the smallest, from the anthill to the
mountain, from the bee to the buffalo, from parents to
little people, like you! Now wouldn’t you think that
the whole world would want to trust and obey such a
wonderful God? But the Bible tells us that God’s people
did not do that! They forgot about God. They disobeyed
him. And so God sent Jesus—his precious, only Son so
that he could remind people to choose God again. And
when Jesus came, he helped to answer the question about
who God really is. As you read this story about when
Jesus was baptized, see if you can spot the three persons
of God … the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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New Testament
The Baptism of Jesus
Luke 3
Jesus had a cousin named John who lived in the desert. John wore
animal skins. When he was hungry, he ate bugs and honey. God had a
special job for John. God said, “You will be my messenger. Tell the
people to get ready for God to come to earth.”
So John preached loudly to the people. He said, “You need to
be sorry for your sins! Start obeying God’s laws!”
Many people came from the cities and villages to hear John speak
about the Messiah, the Savior who was coming. The people knew John
spoke the truth. They said, “We are sorry for our sins.”
Then John baptized the people in the Jordan River. He said,
“I have baptized you with water. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”
The people celebrated being washed clean of their sins. They
were now members of God’s family.
One day, Jesus came to John at the Jordan River. John did not feel
worthy to baptize Jesus. “I need to be baptized by you. Why are you
coming to me?” John said this because Jesus had never sinned.
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Jesus explained, “This is what God wants us to do.”
Like the other people, Jesus went into the water, and John
baptized him. Then a great light shone from the sky. The Holy
Spirit came down on Jesus like a dove. A voice from heaven said,
“This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.”

THE

JESUS ANSWER
Did you spot the three different persons of God in that story? God
the Father spoke from heaven, Jesus the Son was baptized, and the Holy
Spirit came down like a dove.
Just like the three persons of God were there when Jesus was baptized,
they are with us every day too. The Holy Spirit helps us see who God
really is. God the Father is our creator, the one true, powerful God, who
wants us to choose him above everything else. And Jesus came to show us
how to do just that.
Do you believe in the one true God? If you believe this, you will be
choosing the most wonderful life of all—because you will belong
to him.

Believe!
c
KEY IDEA:
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

KEY VERSE:
May the love that God has given us be with you.
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—2 Corinthians 13:14
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